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	AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT EXPERT

Offering a PhD in Agronomy with Extensive Exposure in Resilient Food  Systems




Agriculture and rural development professional with a remarkable impact on climate-smart agriculture and sound agronomic practices informed by a PhD in agronomy and a Masters in Rural Development. Currently serving as the Senior Technical Specialist in market Systems at MEDA, provisioning leadership and guidance in implementation strategy while prioritizing sustainable and resilient Food Systems and economic development.

Rural Transformation: Utilizing a Master's in Rural Development and a Ph.D. in Agronomy, I have contributed to transforming rural areas into vibrant economic hubs in Africa. This accomplishment is marked by my dedication to smart agriculture, market systems and value-chain development.

Program Administration: Demonstrated success in program administration, providing strategic oversight, and ensuring the judicious use of resources and finances. Optimized operational guidelines and efficient processes for international agencies including MEDA, GIZ, SNV and Care International..

Stakeholders and partners: Excel in leading technical committees and meetings with investors, donors, and country governments. Liaising with teams to build funding opportunities and technical proposals for funding.


Relevant Fora and Engagements>>


Education
PhD, Agronomy, University for Development Studies, Tamale, Ghana, 2020.
MA. Governance and Sustainable Development, University of Cape Coast, Cape Coast Ghana, 2013.
MSc. Managing Rural Development, SOAS, University of London, London, UK, 2012.
BSc. Agriculture Technology, University for Development Studies, Tamale, 2000 –2003

Language Proficiency 

Speaks fluent English, Mamprulli, Dagbani, and Twi


	WORK EXPERIENCE




SENIOR TECHNICAL SPECIALIST|MEDA, Ghana/Canada                                                             April 2022 - Date.

Built cohesion and consistency within MEDA’s Global team with diverse voices, experience and knowledge. Accounted for the development of overall programme resources and tools including tools for research, investment, monitoring, resource mobilization and partnership liaison. Mainstreamed and standardized operations and knowledge management across 17 countries. 

· Developed and organized country strategies and resolved implementation challenges in West Africa.
· Provided technical advice to country teams and technical committees regarding operations.
· Provided technical support to Country Programs in terms of strategy, agenda setting and innovation.
· Coordinated approaches, innovations, knowledge, training, networking and gender mainstreaming.
· Supports human capital development including recruitment, onboarding and learning.
· Provided the content, concepts notes and proposals related to the technical area of the market system.
· Developed training tools on integrated market systems, incentives, and GEM for staff and SMEs.



SENIOR TECHNICAL ADVISOR FOR AGRICULTURE COMMERCIALIZATION|GIZ Ghana, Ghana             2020 - 2022.

· Provided advice and worked closely with the Departments of Agriculture to improve rural food systems.
· Dialogue with MMDAs to research, identify and support FBO/market investment opportunities.
· Provides technical support to stakeholders on Agri-SME growth and extension services.
· Conducted competency-based training for staff of the department on GAPs and strategic planning.
· Performed technical analysis on agriculture systems development for MTDP planning of MMDAs.
· Advised PPRDS in regulatory compliance of agric-inputs, phytosanitary and quarantine services.


LEAD - VALUE CHAIN PROMOTION AND RESEARCH LEAD|Winrock, Ghana                       2018 - 2019.

· Developed sustainable supply strategies for private sector players, enhancing the project’s value chain.
· Moderated staff’s (10) performances and promoted teamwork leading to smooth implementation.
· Developed annual work plans, budgets and wrote quarterly and annual technical reports to USAID.
· Implemented women’s economic empowerment activities for 120 women groups in 6 communities.
· Developed training materials and built the capacities of 15 SMEs, 200 farmer groups and 10 partners.
· Helped acquire organic certificates for agricultural value chain producers from Ecocert for CREMAs.
· Conducted financial risk assessment for smallholder farmers and determined their suitability for lending.



VALUE CHAINS AND INCLUSIVE AGRIBUSINESS LEAD|SNV, Ghana                                                         2012- 2018.

· Improved systems and productivity through quality seed initiatives, linkages to inputs and markets.
· Empowered Women smallholder farmers through VSLA groups and sustainable aggro-processing. 
· Supervised the work of 10 staff and 20 local partners with the support of sector agencies.
· Managed project budget worth $500, 000 and inter-mediated for agripreneurs to secure more funds.
· Led Sheabutter and Sesame Value Chains for cashew, pepper, cassava, maize, rice and oil palm.
· Organized outgrower schemes across Ghana for commodities with the support of sector agencies.  
· Constructed 12 sheabutter processing centres with annual revenue of $508,571


PROJECT MANAGER|Care International, Ghana                                                                                        2007- 2012.

Successfully managed the implementation of three projects on conservation agriculture (2007-2010 - 2010), Local extension for agriculture development (LEAD) Project (2011) as well as pathways Value chain and women empowerment project (2012). Areas of accomplishments:

· Developed soybean and maize value chains which increased farmer incomes and market linkages.
· Introduced resilient agriculture technologies to over 12,000 farmers with stakeholders support.
· Developed an efficient agricultural inputs supply system that improved inputs access of12, 000 farmers.
· Led the implementation of an elaborate seed development program in northern Ghana.


	MEMBERSHIPS



· Member of community of practice on agri market systems, finance and environment of MEDA
· Member of Food system policy of Canada
· Charted Institute of Agriculture, Ghana, CIAGH founding members since 2021
· Member, Ghana Agricultural Inputs Dealers Association, GAIDA, 2011 to date.
· Member, Seed producers Association of Ghana, Seedpag, 2008 to date.
· Member, National Agricultural and Seed Traders Association of Ghana, NASTAG, 2016 to date.
· Founding Member, Agriculture Advisory Service Network of Ghana, January 2015.
· Member, community of practice, Agricultural sector and climate change of FAO, August 2013 to date.
· Member, Horticulture Society of Ghana, since December 2012.
· Member, Global Shea Alliance 2012 to date.
· Member, Shea Network of Ghana since June 2012.
	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 



· Participant, Resilient Seeds by Actors Market Growth Dialogue Sessions, October 2019.
· Participant, Farm Data Management for Agricultural Development, FAO, Oct 2019.
· Participant, Grain Quality Standard and Food Safety, Ghana Grain Council, Sep. 2019.
· Participant, Production and Marketing of Hybrid Maize Seed in Ghana, FAO, June – Aug. 2019.
· Participant, Great Green Entrepreneur’s Workshop, UNCCD, April 2019.
· Participant, Carbon Credit, Ghana Climate Innovation Centre, Nov. 2018.
· Corporate Council Member, Corporate-level Policies for SNV Global, March 2017.
· International Workshop on Shea (Sowing Seeds of Change) in Cotonou Benin, March 2015.
· International Workshop on Shea (Promising Future) in Ouagadougou-Burkina Faso, March 2015.
· Learning visit to sesame farmer organizations and marketing, Burkina Faso, October 2014.


	INDIVIDUAL CONSULTING



· Evaluation of Farmer Access to Finance in Ghana for Oxfarm International SIWEE Programme, 2021.
· IFC Funded Market Feasibility Study for Shea Nut Residue By-Product in Mali, 2021.
· Private Sector Development Strategy for Agriculture Development for GIZ Ghana, 2021.
· Agriculture Infrastructure and Operations in Northwest Ghana - MOFA/GIZ Ghana, 2021.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Agriculture and Natural Resources Management Policy in Ghana for Winrock International, Dec. 2018.
· Agriculture and Gender Development Policy for Winrock International, 2018.
· Seed System in Africa for SNV Ghana, 2016.
· Shea Sector Development Policy for SNV Ghana, September 2011.
· Shea Resource Conservation Policy for SNV Ghana, January 2013.
· Regenerative and Conservation Agriculture in Africa for CARE International, 2011.
· World Bank – Project on Market Feasibility Study for Shea Nut Residue By-Product in Mali, December 2021.
· Evaluation of Women Shea Programme of Presbyterian Development Services, December 2021.
· Study on Access to Finance for Smallholder Farmers, SIWEE - OXFAM. Accra, Ghana. March to July 202.
· Impact Evaluation of Shea Value Chain Project Implemented by PDS - ICCO-July 2019.
· Assessment of Sesame Value Chain Development in Ghana, GCX. September 2019.


REFERENCES

Available upon request.
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